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	From the President of the Board 
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This is an exciting time to be a member of the board of directors of the Northwest Washington Fair. It is a real honor to be serving at the time we celebrate our first 100 years. It is also a challenge to discover the best ways to commemorate this great event. I am pleased to announce that we have commissioned a book and video to document the history and stories of the Fair. They are both currently in production. Please keep watching for their release later this spring. We believe these will be collector's items to be cherished by the community for many years to come. There are also many exciting things being planned for Fair week to celebrate our Centennial. Watch for more information coming up in future Newsletters.

Thanks for your support.
Jim Hale, President
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Frank phoned in after spending a day at the Fair with his wife. He left a voice mail saying that he really had a nice time except for one thing: The raspberry filling in his Scone was too runny.
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Sign up at www.nwwafair.com


	
	In the Trenches 
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 At the time I am writing this we are very close to officially announcing our lineup of entertainers for the 2010 Fair. While we can't officially announce who the entertainers are this year, (in part because we don't know them all yet) we can tell you that we are significantly improving the process by which you will be able to purchase tickets for all grandstand events. The most requested feature that has not been available is the ability to make your seating selection while purchasing your ticket on the internet. When the tickets go on sale, sometime in March, you will be able to make your seat selection, and print your tickets right from the comfort of your own home. And the best news is that this comes at no extra cost to you. No convenience fees! As in the last couple of years, tickets are offered first to the "Friends of the Fair". If you received this via email, you are likely already a "Friend of the Fair." If not, you will want to click here and sign up: http://www.nwwafair.com/fair/friends-of-the-fair/. You will receive an email with an opportunity to purchase your tickets at least 2 days before tickets go on sale to the public. 

Jim Baron
Manager



Building a New Horse Arena
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The Northwest Washington Fair is building a new equestrian arena that will be completed in time for this year's fair and draw more horse shows to Lynden.

Construction on the 40,890-square-foot arena will start soon and be completed by mid-July, fair manager Jim Baron said. The $1.4-million facility will be located just west of the fair's current horse arena. Huizenga Brothers Construction of Lynden

                                                                 is the general contractor.

Baron said the new arena is in response to requests from the equestrian community. "We've lost horse shows over the years to sites with better facilities," Baron said. "This will give us a larger show arena that is heated and insulated, as well as a covered warm-up arena."

The new arena will be a multipurpose facility that can host other events besides horse shows, Baron added. Companies interested in naming rights for the facility may contact the Fair at (360) 354-4111.

"Attracting more events will not only help the fair financially but also the local economy because participants and their families go to grocery stores, drugstores, restaurants, hotels and other businesses while they're in Lynden," he said.

Fair Exhibit Wins Prestigious IAFE Award 
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The Northwest Washington Fair recently received a prestigious award for the Cargill Nutrena Small Animal Experience that made its debut in 2009.
 
The Northwest Washington Fair received an award for excellence from the International Association of Fairs and Expositions, which has more than 3,000 members worldwide. The Cargill Nutrena Small Animal Experience was judged as best among fairs with attendance of 100,001-250,000 in the category of new programs that promote agriculture.
 
The Cargill Nutrena Small Animal Experience was organized by Debbie Vander Veen and the Barn Buddies 4-H Club, which is led by Lacey Vander Veen. It enabled fairgoers to get close to a variety of small and newborn animals, including ducks, rabbits and piglets. The award was presented to Debbie Vander Veen on Dec. 1 during the IAFE convention in Las Vegas, Nev.
 
The Cargill Nutrena Small Animal Experience previously received the Whatcom County 4-H Civic Experience Award, plus the Black and White Award for excellence from Washington State Fairs Commissioner Patricia Myers.
 
"The Cargill Nutrena Small Animal Experience was a huge hit with families and young children," said Jim Baron, manager of the Northwest Washington Fair. "We're very grateful to the Barn Buddies 4-H Club for contributing to this popular exhibit."


	
	Upcoming Events 

· Whatcom County Home and Garden Show   March 5 - 7

· Spring Craft and Antique Show   March 18 - 20

· Whatcom County Youth Fair   April 9 - 10.

· 69th International Plowing Match at Berthusen Park   April 17

· Spring Demolition Derby   June 5.

· Second Annual Lynden Rodeo Barn Dance  June 5

· Northwest Washington Fair Centennial Celebration  Aug 16 - 21

· Lynden PRCA Rodeo   August 27 - 28.



	
	

	


